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HAiscellaneous. 


The following is an Act of the General Assembly 
of this State, in relation to freedom in matters of re- 
ligious opinion. Those who pronounce the late de- 
cision of Jupce Story to be correct, will do well to 
¢xamine this document with care, and they will then 
Be better enabled to say, whether a ‘disbelief of the 
tenets of John Calvin, shall debar any citizen of 
Rhode-island, from the exercise of his Rights. 

, AN ACT 
Relative to religious freedom, and the main- 
tenance of ministers. 

+ Wqearas Almighty God hath created the 
mind free; that all attempts to influence it by 
temporal punishments or burthens, or by civil 





ifeapacitations, tend only to beget habits of | #8 


liypeéricy and meanness, and are a departure 
. from the plan of the holy author of our relig- 
ion, who being Lord both of body and mind, 
yet chose not to propagate it by coercions on 
either, as was in his almighty power to do; 
that the presumption of legislators and rulers, 
‘Mivil-as well as ecclesiastical, who being them- 
séhveshnt fallible and uninspired men, have 
‘assumed dominion over the faith of others, set- 
ting ap their own opinions and modes.ofthink- 
as the only true and infallible, and as such 
voring to‘impose them on others, hath 

i and maintained false religions over 

the greatest part. of the world, and through all’ 
time; that to compel a man to furnish conte; 





butions of money for the propagation of opin- 
ions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyran- 
nical; that evenjthe forcing him to support 
this or that teacher, of his own religious per- 
suasion, is depriving him of the comfortable 
liberty of giving his contributions to the par- 
ticular pastor whose morals he would make 
his pattern, and whose powers he feels most 
persuasive to righteousness, and is withdraw- 
ing from the ministry those temporary rewards, 
which proceeding from an approbation of their 
personal conduct, are an additional incitement 
to earnest and unremitting labours for the in- 
struction of mankind; that our civil rights 
have no dependence on our religious opinions ; 
that therefure the proscribing any citizen as un- 
worthy the public confidence, by laying upon 
him an ineapacity of being A + to offices of 
trust and emolument, unless he profess or re- 
nounce this or that religious opinion, is depriv- 
ing him injuriously of those privileges and ad- 
vantages to which in common with his fellow- 
citizens he has a natural right ; that it tends 
only to corrupt the principles of that religion 
it is meant to encourage, by bribing with a 
monopoly of worldly honors and emoluments, 
those who will externally profess and conform 
to it; that though indeed those are criminal 
who do not withstand such temptation, yet 
neither are those innocent who lay the bait in 
their way; that to suffér the civil magistrate 
to intrude his powers into the field of opinion, 
and to restrain the profession or propagation 
of principles on supposition of their ill tenden- 
cy, is a erous fallacy, which at once de- 
stroys all relicious liberty, because he, being 


of course judge of that tendency, will make 


his opinions the rule of judgment, and approve 
or condemn the sentiments of others only as 
they shall square with or differ from hisown; that 
it is time enough, for the rightful purposes of 
civil govermment, for its officers to interfere 
when priggiples break out into overt acts 
ainst p and good order; and, finally, 
that truth is great, and will prevail if left to 
herself; that she is the proper and sufficient 
antagonist to error, and has nothing to fear from 
the conflict, unless by human imterposition 
disarmed of her nataral weapons, free argu- 
ment and debate; errors ceasing to be dan- 
gerous when it is permitted freely to contra- 
dict them: 

And whereas a principal object of our ven- 
erable ancestors, in their migration to this 
country, and settlement of this State, was, as 
they expressed it, to, hold. forth a lively experi- 
ment, that a most flourishing civil state may 
stand, and best be maintained, with a full lib- 
erty in roligiows concernments: 


Be it therefore enacted by the General As- 
sembly, and by the authority thereof it is en- 
acted, That no man shall be compelled to fre- 
quent or support any religious worship, place 
or ministry whatsoever ; nor shall be enforced, 
restrained, molested or burthened in his body 
or goods, nor shall otherwise suffer on account 
of his religious opinions or belief; but that 
all men shall be free to profess, and by argu- 
ment to maintain, their opinions in matters of 
religion, and that the same shall in no wise di- 
minish, enlarge or effect their civil capacities. 





FROM THE INTELLIGENCER AND CHRONICLE. 


REPLEOTIONS. 
But refuse profane and old wive’s fables. 
1 Tim. iv.7. 

A notion prevalent in the Christian world, 
and which may be-considered as coming un- 
der the denomination of “old wive’s fables” 
is that which asserts the eternal duration of 
sin, and the fixed and certain establishment of 
the kingdom of evil: which it is said will en- 
dure as long as God himself endure, and ob- 
tain a permanacy equal to the kingdom of 
righteousness and peace. But why do we call 
this an “old wive’s fable?” -Many would 
think that to do this would be treating a se- 
rious subject with an unbecoming levity, But 
this is far from our thoughts. Does such a 
doctrine ‘turn men from the truth” which has 
been declared by God? Would the eternal 
establishment of such akingdom falsify the 








‘word of God, or make hisdeclarations of none 


effect? Upon the answer to these questions 


the truth or falsehood of that application de- 


pends. Turn now your thoughts my kind 
readers to the declarations of holy writ and 
recollect if you can, any decree of God which 
has gone forth from him to whom no werd re- 
turns void, but accomplishes the thing where- 
unto it was sent, to establish the reign of sin, 
blasphemy and woe to all eternity. Can you 
fix itin your recollection? No affirmative can 
be heard. It was not from the scriptures 
that you obtained this doctrine but from trad- 
ition, that fruitful source oferror. Once more 
then let usturn our thoughts to the “word of 
truth” andsee if something cannot be remem- 
bered by us from its contents which predicts 
the overthrow of the kingdom of evil or at 
least renders its eternal existence utterly incon- 
sistent with the declarations of scripture. 
“For this purpose,” says the apostle “was the 
Sonof God med suailifeet ; that he might de- 
stroy the works of the devil.” Again. ‘‘As 
the children were partakers of flesh and blood, 
he- himself took part of the same, that through 
death he might destroy him that had the pow- 
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cr of death, that ia the devil.” The devil 
aud his works have always considered by our 
opposers themselves as the cause of all evil 
moral, natural and spiritual. Sin and mis- 
ery have been considered as the “work’s of 
the devil” exclusively. ‘Taking therefore our 
opposers.on their own ground, we ask them 
candidly to tell us how sin and misery can 
exist eternally, if the very purpose for which 
Christ was made manifest was that he might 
destroy them? We know of but one king- 
dom whose eternal continuance is predicted 
im scripture ; and that is the kingdom of Christ. 
See Dan. vii. 13,14. “I saw in the night 
visions ; and behold, one like the Son of God 
came with the clouds of heaven, and came to 
the Ancient of days, and they brought him 
near before him. And there was given him 
dominion and glory and a kingdom, that all 
people, nations and languages should serve 
him ; his dominion is an everlasting dominion 
which shall not pass away, and his kingdom 
that which shall not be destroyed.” Thus we 
see that in language equally and explicit, are 
the destruction of the kingdom of evil and 
- triumph of the kingdom of Christ predict- 





INTERESTING VIEWS 
OF CHRISTIANITY. 
wo. 10. 

How I can be assured of the authenticity 
ef the most important parts of the deposi- 
tion. 

I perceive at first sight, that I must not 
confound the authenticity of the deposition 
with its truth. I, therefore, fix the meaning 
of the terms, that I may avoid all equivoca- 
tions. 

By the authenticity of any part of the de- 
position, I mean, that degree of certainty 
which convinces me, that that part was indeed 
‘written by the anthor whose name it bears 

The truth of the deposition will beits con- 
formity with the faets. 

From this distinction, therefore, I under- 
stand, that historical truth does not depend 
upon the authenticity of the history for I 

-easily conceive, that a beok may be very con- 
formable to facts, and yet bear a fictitious 
Bame, or no name at all. 

But if I am certain of the authenticity of 
the history, and if I know the historian to be 
a man of veracity, the authenticity of the his- 
tory will persuade me of its truth, or render it 
at least very probable. 

The book which I am examining did not 
fall from heaven: like all other books, it was 
written by men. I can judge, therefore, of 
the authenticity of this book, in the same man- 
ner as I doof the authenticity of all other 
books. 

How do F know that the: histories of Fhu- 
eydides, of Polybus, of Tacitus, &c, are in- 
deed the productions of those authors, whose 
‘mames they bear? Tradition informs me of 

‘this. F ascend ‘from oer es I 
-conaul. the monuments of ages: F 





compare them with the histories themselves ; 

and the general result of my enquiries is, that 

those histories have been constantly ascribed 

. the authors whose names they bear at this 
ay. 

I cannot resonably suspect the fidelity of 
this tradition : it istoo ancient,too constant,too 
uniform and has never been confuted. 

I pursue, therefore, the same method in my 
enquiries into the authenticity of the deposit- 
ion in question, and arrivé at the same gen- 
eral and essential result. 

But because the history of Peloponesus was 
much less interesting to the Greeks, than the 
history of the Messenger was to his first fol- 
lowers, I cannot doubt, but thatthese have be- 
stowed much more attention in ascertaining 
the authenticity of this history, than the 
Greeks did, in ascertaining the authenticity 
of that of Thucydides. 

Would a society, strongly persuaded that 
the book of which 1 am speaking, contained 
the assurances of an eternal happiness ; would 
an afflicted, despised, persecuted society, 
which incessantly drew from this book those 
consolations and supports which its trials ren- 
dered so necessary ; would this society, I say, 
allow itself to be imposed upon, as to the au- 
thenticity of a deposition which became every 
day more precious? 

Could a society, among which the very au- 
thors of the depostion had lived ; which they 
themselves had governed for several years, be 
destitute of means to ascertain the authentic- 
ity of the writings of those authors? Would 
it be perfectly indifferent about employing 
those means? Was it more difficult for this 
society to obtain conviction of the authenticity 
of its writing, ascribed to a person very well 
known to it, or who bears its name? 

Could the particular and numerous societies 
to which the first witnesses addressed various 
writings, be mistaken as to the authenticity 
of such writings? Could they in the least 
degree doubt whether those witnesses had writ- 
ten to them whether they had answered differ- 
ent questions which they had proposed to 
to them ; whether those witnesses had sojourn- 
ed amongst them ? 

I approach as nearly as possible to the first 
age of that great society founded by the wit- 
nesses : I consult the most ancientmonuments 
and discover, that almost at the birth of this 
society, its members disagreed about certain 
points of doctrine. I enquire into what pas- 


sed at that time, among the parties at variance ; | 
and f see that those whom they call heretics, | 
made their appeal, as well as the others, to| 


the deposition of the first witensses, and ac- 
knowledged its authenticity. 

I discover, likewise, that the adversaries 
of all those ies, adversaries of learning 
and penetration, and who were removed but 
at asmall distance from this first age, did not 
dispute the authenticity of the principle parts 
af the deposition. 

I find thie deposition frequently quoted by 





this first age, and professed to acknowledge 
its authenticity, as well as the validity of the 
testimony given, by the first witnesses, to the 
miraculous facts. I compare those quotations 
with the deposition in my hand, and I cannot 
pretend to deny their conformity. 

Prosecuting my enquires, } discover, that 
a short time after the birth of this society, a 
great number of false depositions were pub- 
lished, some of which were quoted by the 
most respectable Doctors of the society, as be- 
ing true. From this I am at first led to infer, 
that it was not so difficult as I thought, to im- 
pose upon this society, and even upon its prin- 
cipal conductors. This excites my attention 
and distrust, and I closely investigate this del- 
icate point. 

lf writing may be true, without being au- 
thentic, the false depositions in question might 
be true, although they had not been authentic. 
Those contemporary Doctors,who quoted them, 
apparently knew whether they were comforma- 
ble to the essential facts, and I am myself ac. 
quainted with valid proofs that they were so, 


They were, therefore, inauthentic histories, . 


rather than false histories, or romances. 

I see, besides, that those Doctors rarely quo- 
ted the inauthentic histories, while they fre 
quently quoted the authentic. I even discov- 
er, that some of those inauthentic histories 
were nothing but the authentic history either 
modified, or here and there interpolated. 





DEDICATION. 

On Thursday the 15th inst. the “Untow 
Meet1ne House” in Readfield (Me.) was sol- 
emnly dedicated to the service of Almighty 
God. The exercises on the occation were as 
follows:—Ist. Invocation by Rev. Sylvanus 
Cobb of Waterville. 2d. An Anthem by the 
choir. 3d. Reading of the Scriptures by Rer. 
James Williams of Readfield. 4th. Dedicato- 
ry prayer by the same. Sth. Hymn. 6th. Ser- 
mon by Rev. S. Cobb, from Deut. xxxii. 4. 
“‘His work is perfect.” 7th. Concluding pa 
er by Rev. Comfort C. Smith of Readfiel 
8th. An Anthem by the choir. 9th Bendiction 
by Mr. Cobb. 

The house, we learn, was filled with a very 
attentive and respectable auditory ; the servic- 
es were performed to universal : 
and much geod order and Christian unanim- 
ity prevailed among the different denominer 


tions. May that anion, that charity and thet 


ebristian fellowship be perpetual. 
C. Intelligencer, _ 


Such is the state of the world, that nos 
er can any man emerge from the crowd, 


umny, and receives, in the tomals of hastiitts ity, 
not always easy to be cared. 





Pedantry crams our heads with learned ini 


writers of grcat-weight, whe bordered upon for i. 





o 


fix the eyes of the public upom him, than be 
tands.en-a ranch to the emoueel hehies ae 


lity. 
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ber, and takes out our brains ta make roost ; 
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FROM THE GOUSPE!. ADVOCATF. 


REMARES 
ON I. KINGS, XVUI. 21.—N9. 1. , 


“How long halt ye between two opinions? if the 
Lord be God, follow him; but if Baal, then follow 


him.” 
Man is naturally a religious being. When 
the faculties of his soul have ripened to matu- 
rity,—when he beholds the glory and the 
splendour of the heavens, and views with ad- 
miration the sublimity, the grandeur, and 
beauty of Nature’s works; he feels a propen- 
sity to adore that Supreme Architect, who, 
with infinite skill, marked out the planets’ 
course, and reared the pillars of the universe. 
Mankind, in every age of the world, have had 
some religious object of adoration ; and all have 
aspired to the worship of the only living and 
true God. But man in his earthly nature is 
an imperfect, fallible being, liable to err, and 
has become deceived relative to the true ob- 
ject of religious homage. Mankind in their 
blindness and ignorance, have framed to them- 
selves gods of their own imaginations, and 
have bowed down and worshipped before 
them. Hence, there has been, from the ear- 
liest ages of the world, false gods,—imaginary 
deities, or the work of men’s hands in contra- 
distinction to the only and true God. 

‘If we turn over the pages of history, and 
look back to ancient times, we shall find that 
then, as well as at the present day, mankind 
had a variety of gods; and in order to secure 
their popularity, they have given to them the 

Jation belonging to the Most High. But 
there is a far greater difference between the 
most perfect of false gods ever invented by the 
mind of mortal man, and the God of heaven, 
than there is betwixt the darkness of midnight, 
and the resplendent lustre of the sun at noon 
day. Here I will lay down a criterion by 
which you may ever distinguish a false from 
the true God. : 

There never was a false god, the production 
of man’s invention, but what was represented 
by his worshipers as possessed of a Irke dispo- 
sition, or subject to the same passions as them- 
selves; as hard of heart, cruel and unmerci- 
ful: ‘God’s, partial, changeful, passionate, un- 
just.’ As there have been false gods in every 
age of the world, so there have been false 
prophets or teachers among their worshippers, 


‘ whose time and talents have been devoted to 


the service of their god. And in order to find 
false teachers and those who worship a false 
we need not go to heathen countries or to 

the islands of the sea, for we can find them 
in our own enlightened land: they are near at 
homeeven at our doors. But, says the candid 
reader with surprize ;—the writer would not 
desire us to believe, that here in this Christian 
land where the light of the gospel shines, 
there are those professing to be Christians, who 
ae and willingly would worship a false 
No, charity constrains us to say that we 

do not believe there is any professing Chris- 
tianity, who knowingly would worship or be- 
lieve in a false god, in preference to the true. 


God. 
ly stood as a prophet of the Lord. And I am/e 


ent day. There are certain factories estab- 


they issue, as the frogs were wont to do inold | ¢ 


rows and death. 


foretold of the comiug of these deceivers, and | s 
warned their brethren of their approach. St. 
Paul informed Timothy that the time would 
come when they would not endure sound doc- 


time from the rivers and fish ponds of Egypt ;| god to their deluded followers. 
and come up into our houses and_ villages, | be entirely confined to the account which his 
bringing along with them fiery pestilence, ar-| worshippers give of his attributes, plans and 
The true prophets and apos- | designs, because’his character is not describ- 
tles of God, prophesied of these days, and | ed in the volume of revelation neither does it 





But many have become deceived, for I bear|and witness the plans projected for the ac- 
them record that they have a zeal, but it is not | complishment of theit purposes by the estab- 
according to knowledge. Through the beguil-| lishment of Mite societies, Cent societies, 
ing influence of false teachers, many have Rag-bag societies, and others too numerous to 
been led astray, as we hereafter design to/ mention; we cease to wonder that the tle, 
show. We shall now lay down a few princi-| in prospect of their coming, should 
ples by which you may know these false | that they would have hearts exercised with 
prophets from the prophets of the Most High.| covetous practices, and would follow after 
1. You may distinguish these false proph-|Balaam who loved the wages of unrighteous~ 
ets from the true watchman in Zion, by their|ness. When we take into consideration that 
numbers. False prophets in every age have | artful and intriguing course of management b 
beeamore numerous than the true prophets of | which they sometimes set whole towns and vik 
In the days of Elijah, the prophets of|lages in an uproar; and notice that subtle and 
Baal were four hundred and fifty, while he on- beguiling influence by whichthey enter hous- 


eclarc 


s leading away women and children after 


firmly of the opinion, that was there a census | them: well might Peter represent them as go- 

taken of all the prophets, the true ones would | ing about and beguiling unstable souls, and 

be found to be no more in proportion to the false} compare them to cloud: 

than one to four hundred and fifty at the pres —. 
e 


s driven about by a 


shall now proceed to show the light in 


lished in this land of freedom, from whence| which these deceivers, er wolves in sheep’s 


lothing, represent the character of their false 
Here I shall 


hine forth in the works of nature. 


Celescope and PRiscellanyp. 





trine ; but would heap up to themselves teach- 


“ Earnestly contend for the faith.” 





ers having itching ears, who should turn them 
away from the truth: Moreover, he tells us 


Provipence, Saturpay, Dec. 1, 1827. 








that their coming should be after the working 
of Satan, with all power, and signs, and lying 
wonders, and with all deceivableness of un- 
righteousness. The e Peter told his 


nable heresies, even denying the 


of truth should be evil spoken of. 


the righteons sad with lies. 


case we shall hereafter make appear. From 








the present day. He declares that these de-/t 
ceivers are presumptuous and self-willed, and 





exercised with covetous practices, followin 


ed the wages of unrighteousness. 








FOR THE TELFSCOPE AND MISCELLANY 


SUPERIORITY OF UNIVERSALISM. 
Having in a former paper offered a few 


brethren that they would privily bring in dam-| brief remarks on the superiority, which the 
rd that| doctrine of Universalism possesses over the 
bought them; that many should follow their | doctrines of a less liberal cast, which are to be 
pernicious ways, by reason of which the way | found now-a-days in Christendom ; I will 
Isaiah pro-| now present the reader with a few others, 
nounces a woe upon them ;—because they call| which have occurred to me since the publi- 
good evil, and evil for good: they put light for| cation of those now alluded to. 
darkness, and darkness for light; bitter for | of every doctrine, and in truth of every thing 
sweet, and sweet for bitter. Ezekiel declares | with which man is concerned, is to be esteem- 
that the Lord shall deliver his people out of| ed, undoubtedly, by the tendency it has to me- 
their hands ; because they make the hearts of | liorate his condition ; and, since the happi- 
That this is the | ness of man is the end and aim, both of the 
Deity and of man himself, it is the proper 
the striking and correct account which the way to estimate any doctrine by the amount 
apostle Peter gave of those false teachers that | of happiness which it is calculated to pro- 
were coming among his brethren, we find that | duce. 
they bore a very near resemblance, to those | will proceed to examine the doctrines which 
who are scattered up and down inour Jand at | are taught in the present day, that we may 


The worth 


In accordance with this principle, we 


hereby come toa determination whether they 


; are fitted to produce the happiness of man, or 
represents them as clouds that are driven whether they will conduce to his misery.— 
about by a tempest, going about and beguiling | If they contribute to his happiness, that is, if 
unstable souls, having a heart which they have | they render him better than he would be with- 
- out them, they answer the 
the way of Balaam the son of Besor, who lov- self, who wills the. i 
and of man, who igs i 
When we look abroad in the world, and/|if on the contrary, they conduce to his mise- 
view that eagerness of desire which a certain | ry, by whatever causes, they are contrary to 
class of men manifest for that treasure, the | God’s design, and destructive of the chief end 
love of which St. Paul calls the root of all evil; | of man, and on that account are utterly unfit 


ign of God him- 
his creatures, 


to obtain it. But 
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to be propagated amoug men. We will 
therefore enter into an examination of some 
of the doctrines which are taught as Scripture 
doctrines, and endeavour to ascertain what 
effects they are likely to produce. 

There is one doctrine, of pretty ancient 
date, which is inculcated as genuine truth, 
and revealed religion, and that is, that God 
Almighty, from all eternity, elected a number 
of his children to everlasting life, and repro- 
bated all the rest to endless misery, not on ac- 
count of the good or bad works of either, but 
merely of his good pleasure. That this doc- 
tesne 1s calculated to produce the happiness of 
man, it is the height of folly to affirm. In 
the room of this, it tends to produce an ex- 
tremely great degree of social imbecility.— 
The belief, that God is evil disposed towards 
his creatures, and will punish them eternally 
in the world to come, is productive of unhap- 
piness, and immorality, inasmuch as it renders 
the persons believing it of precisely the same 
disposition or bent of mind which it ascribes 
to the Creator. A belief in a God of ven. 
geance, is productive of the same quali- 
ty in him who gives credence to it.— 

ause it is a natural effect. Tell a person, 
or a body of men, that the Creator of the 
Universe is not equally good to his creatures, 
but will consign the far greater part to never- 
ending wo, in the world to come, and the 
natural result will be, that they will be filled 
with hatred, both towards God and towards 
men. They will do all the evil that is in their 
power. They will act out of hatred instead 
of out of love, and will introduce thereby a 
deplorable state of social disorder. Because 
it is perfectly natural. The doctrine of Cal- 
vinism, therefore, agreeably with the princi- 
les above established, and, in short, agreeab- 
ly with common sense, is totally false, inas- 
mach as it subverts the great design of the 
Deity, and the great aim of mankind; and in- 
asmuch as it is unsupported both by the bible 
and the light of nature. That it is unsup- 
ported by the bible, may be seen, by a short 
examination of a few passages, which declare, 
in the most emphatic language, that “God is 
Love;” that “his mercy endureth forever ;” 
and that, as in Adamall die, even so in Christ 
shall all be made alive.” That it is unsur- 
ported by the Creation, which is as expressive 
of the attributes of the deity as the Scriptures 
themselves, may be seen by casting the eye 
over the works of God as displayed therein. 
We find, thereby that God causeth his sun to 
shine on the evil and on the good, and send- 
eth his rain on the just and on the unjust. 

Another doctrine there is, which holds forth 
that God has put it into man’s power to obtain 
eternal life, when it is impossible in the nature 
of things, for him to attain it. It inculcates 
that in order to the attainment of future fe- 
licity, people must perform a round of duties 
both troublesome and perplexing and that 
unless they persevere to the end, they will be 
defeated of their purpose’ Now this doctrine 

n consequence of its disregarding the affairs 








of the world, and teaching people to direct 
their measures to some fantastical happiness 
beyond this mortal state, is productive of in- 
felicity, and, on that account, defeats the aim 
of the Deity andof mankind. God, as I have 
already .asserted wills the happiness of his 
creatures ; and has given us laws, which are 
adjusted to thatend. If a man follow these 
laws, he will experience happiness; if he go 
contrary to them, he will experience misery. 
Now the advocates of the doctrine, just allu- 
ded to, declare that virtue is not rewarded nor 
vice punished in the present state of being, 
but will be amply rewarded in the world to 
come. Bya belief in this sentiment, many 
people neglect the present state of existence 
and their conduct in it, and are engrossed 
with reflections and projects and a world be- 
yond the grave. In fact they account the Bi- 
ble little cles than a revelation of what will 
take place in the world to come, and disregard 
entirely the doctrines and mandates laid down 
in the Bible; and through this conduct neglect 
the practice of moral virtue, and are there- 
fore unhappy. From all these considerations, 
it is evident, that the doctrine, commonly call- 
ed Arminianism, is not the best calculated to 
produce rectitude of conduct, nor the greatest 
amount of felicity. . 

There is a doctrine, whose espousers main- 
tain that God is a good being,but, nevertheless, 
will inflict in the world to come, a certain de- 
gree of punishment on those who do wrong in 
the present state of being. They allow, that 
the Deity wills the happiness of mankind, and 
that all will ultimately be happy ; but, at the 
same time, that there will be a long interval 
of time intervene between death and their res- 
toration to holiness and happiness. This doc- 
trine is not conducive to happiness so much as 
the doctrine which declares, that virtue is its 
own reward, and vice itsowa punisher. In or- 
der to produce the greatest quantum of felicity, 
there is no doctrine which is so efficacious as 
the one usually denominated Universalism.— 
It inculcates, that virtue produces present hap- 
piness, and vice present misery, that the “ways 
of virtue are ways of pleasantness, and all her 
paths are peace ;” that the way of the trans- 
gressor is hard.” It does not, as many have 
unjustly asserted, maintain, that sin goes un- 
recompensed ; it, on the contrary, expressly 
declares, that “the that doeih wrong, shall 
receive for the wrong which he hath done,” 
that “there is no respect of persons with 
God.” 


The good effects of the doctrine of Uni- 
versalism, are easily seen by a little examina- 
tion. If a man believe, that virtue is its own 
reward, and vice its own punisher, it is nat- 
ural for him to do what is right, For, if he 
do wrong, he will substract from his own hap- 
piness, which no man will do, unless he be 
destitute of reason. The doctrine of Univer- 
salism, therefore strikes at the root of licen- 
tiousness, by declaring that “the way of the 
transgressor is hard,” and that “‘the ways of 
virtue are ways of pleasantness, and all her 


paths are peace.” 
Universalism holds, that God is a good bej 
and will not punish his creatures for any ote 
er purpose than their emendation. It consid, 
ers the Bible, not as a revelation of what is 
take place in the world to come, Lut as a guid 
for man, while below ; as a fruitful source of 
sacred ethics for his guidance in the presey 
state of being. It never spends time in talk. 
ing of what will happen in the state beyond 
the grave; as considering it to be not 
useless to any valuable .pnrposes, but eve, 
harmful ; because it requires much preciow 
time, which might be employed in inculcati 
the glorious truths of the gospel. On all these, 
accounts, it is far superior to the doctrines, 
which have above been mentioned, as, 
man of sense, who will compare them toget), 
er, cannot help discovering. 

Thus I have examined a few of the doo 
trines,which are opposed to Universalism, and 
found them to be less calculated to promote 
the happiness of mankind, than itself. Wheth 
er the matter has been stated right or not 
must be left to the reader to judge. 

J. F. M. 


FOR THE TELESCOPE AND MISCELLANY. 

Mr. Eniror, 

With your permissiou, I will offer a fewre 
marks on a Discourse, delivered in this town, 
some time since, by Rev. Mr. W*****. from 
these words, ‘‘Remember now thy Creator ig 
the days of thy youth.” In this Sermon, the 
Preacher laboured to maintain the doctrine of 
total depravity, and thet men were natu 
and wholly averse to all good, and naturally 
inclined to evil. He asserted, that the reasom 
why men were commanded to remember their 
Creator, was, because they were naturally im 
cliued to forget him; otherwise, he thought, 
there would be no propriety in the command, 


never commanded to do what is natural, but 
the reverse; which (to him) was couclusiv 
evidence that they were totally depraved, and 
naturally disposed to do wrong, and totally op 
posed to all good. Now is it not strange that 
any person of common discernment, should 
advance sentiments so inconsistent and ab 
surd, and so repugnant to scripture and rem 
son? Mankind are commanded, in the scri 
tures, to love one another, and this is right 
and natural. Husbands, are commanded 
love their wives ;-—Children, to love their pe 
rents; and who, in his senses, will say this is 
not right, or unnatural? Is it not natural for 
men to be industrious and prudent, and to 
rovide for themselves and their household? 
hose who do not, the Apostle says, are with 
out “natural affections.” Now, as the exer 
cise of these duties is commanded, and as th 
are natural, I infer the reverse of Mr. W’ 
that we are not commanded to do any thing, 


are far from being totally depraved. If men 
are totally depraved and naturally inclined to 





disobey every just command, there would be 





And infered from this, that mankind were 


which is forced, or unnatural; and that we 
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.—— 
‘po more propriety in commanding them to do 
gn act of benevolence, than to command the 
fame to walk, or the dead to rise from their 
ves, by their own bodily exertions. There 
pot a man in the universe, be he ever so a- 
bandoned, but at times performs some acts of 
benevolence and justice ; which he could nev- 
ado, if mankind were naturally aad totally 

ved. 

in,-—Mr. W. believes that God blinds} 
the mind and hardens the heart of every rep- 
yobate ; but if, as he asserts, all men are born 
paturally and morlly ope harden- 
ed hearts and darkened understandings, what 
senseless jargon it is, to say, that God hardens 
their heart and darkens their understandings, 
inthe present time! I would ask Mr, W 
if men are, as he asserts, totally corrupt,— 
why they are commanded, by the Apostle, to 
wash and make themselves clean? Is there 
my propriety in ‘washing and cleansing a 
mass of corruption ? hat would remain? 
corruption, rank corruption! Nor could 
dithe waters of the Atlantic, make it less 


corrupt. 

That mankind are not totally depraved, 
both scripture and reason declare. We are 
informed in Ezekiel, xxviii. 15, that. the 
Prince of Tyrus, was “perfect in his way, 
from the day he was created till iniquity was 
found in him,”’ which is conclusive proof that 
be was not thus depraved. 

That mankind are sinners, and many of 
them greatly depraved, we believe ; and that 
consequently they stand in need of repent- 
mee and regeneration, is readily admitted,— 
But that they are totally depraved, we can- 
mt admit; as we consider the idea to be 
not only repugnant to scripture and reason, 
but destructive to the morals of mankind ;— 
for what person, under the influence of a doc- 
ttine which teaches that every act he may or 
can perform, is a sin against God, and deserv- 
ing of endless woe, will be induced to lead a 
Virtuous life? Who will refrain from his vic- 
iows habits, when he is taught that he cannot 
doany thing but sin, until it shall please God 
tomake him a different creature ?—and that 
every act which he can perform, however good 
in itself, will only serve to increase his guilt, 
and to render his final and eternal damnation 

y sure? Surely, if any doctrine is li- 
Ceittious, it it this; which teaches that the 
Most vicious and openly profane are more like- 
ly % be arrested and made the troyhies of e- 

ing grace, than the moralist! That such 
sentiments have been prevalent in the world, 
tannot be denied ;—and that they are fast di- 
ishing, is as true ; and the fact ought to 
cheer the heart, and encourage the hopes of 
every friend of morality and of pure and un- 
religion. 

I would not insinuate, however, by these re- 
marks, that Mr. W. was opposed to morality ; 
taffice it to say, that in this particular, his, 

was above reproach. But I boldly 
assert, that the sentiments of his Sermon are 
Wholly unprofitable; and that such sentiments, 





never can induce men to fulfil the require- 
ments of the Divine law ;—for “what doth the 
Lord thy God require of thee, but to do just- 
ly, to love mercy, and to walk humbl with thy 
God?” J. M****, 
Carver, 1287. 
FOR THE TELESCOPE AND MISCELLANY, 
SHORT SERMONS.—NO. 3. 
“Trust in the Lord with all thine heart.” 
Prov. iii. 5. 
“Trust in the Lord and do good.” —Ps. xxxvii. 3. 
As the basis of all religion and the founda- 
tion of man’s happiness, a perfect and unshaken 
trust in God, with a firm reliance, that he di- 
rects all things in infinite wisdom, is requisite 


. | to enable us to believe, that his justice will nev- 


er controvert the objects of his benevolence or 
love to man ; will never suffer his designs to 
be prostrated, nor prevent him from accom- 
plishing his will ; which is plainly manifested, 
to rational and candid minds, with the addit- 
ional assurance that it will be performed. It 
is necessary that we should trust in God, to 
enable us to do good, and work righteousness; 
for if we have no just conception of his char- 
acter, how shall we imitate his divine attributes, 


or be perfect in any good degree as he.is per- 


fect ? the man who trusts in God with all his 
heart, will always behold his goodness, dis- 
played in the works of Providence, and in the 
provision he has made to supply the wants of 
his earthly children, and contribute to their 
comfort and happiness here below ; while faith 
assures him, by the aid of revelation, that he 
shall know the truth as it is in Jesus, which 
truth shall make him free, from that slavish 
fear, which torments all those, who believe 
that God hates the work of his own hands, 
which he has once pronounced good; and that 
he will punish his enemies, necessarily to 
perfect his own glory, and add to their eternal 
felicity. But do those who can look with in- 
difference on the sufferings of their fellow be- 
ings, merely because they differ from them in 
complexion or think not as they think, with 
the same honest difference which God’ has 


given them, believe that God is good to all, as 


declared by the scriptures, that he giveth to all 
liberally and upbraideth not? and still find a 
cloak for such hypocrisy, merely loving you 
because you love them ; nay, this idea must 
be erroneous, and therefore it is necessary that 
the light of life, should irradiate the darkness 
of their minds, for if the light which is in 
them be darkness, how great must be that dark- 
ness. 

They should be converted from this error of 
their way of understanding the character of 
God, and be taught to know, that he is a jugt 
God and a Saviour ; that it is his will that none 
should perish, bat that all should come unto a 
knowledge, that he so loved us, that he gave 
his only Son, his dearest pledge,to instract and 
convince man, that they were travelling the 
downward road to destruction, that they must 
lay hold on the hope set before them in the 
gospel, to enable them to finish the work 


which he has given-us todo. O! taste and 
see that the Lord is good, blessed is the man 
that trusteth in him ; why is the man blessed 
that trusteth m God ? because he knows that 
as a tender father loveth his children, he.will 
never leave nor farsake him, he su 

him in prosperity, and in adversity he is a very 
present help, knowing that he alone is able 
to give life with its attendant blessings. Cer- 
tainly we both labour and suffer approach, be- 
cause we helieve that he who has promised is 
faithful, that he will fina!ly gather all together 
in Christ, as a hen gathereth all her chickens 
under her wings ; although he permits us to 
stand for a time on the lofty ground, which 
vain man has assumed, and dwell in air built 
castles ; they will vanish at the approach of 
danger, or the appearance of adversity, and 
leave no vestige to mark their place; think 
then of the foolish man that built his house on 
the sand, and trust in God, for in the Lord 
Jehovah is everlasting strength; come with 
humble confidence to Jesus Christ, take his 
yoke of submission to the will of God upon 
you, follow his precepts, and it will lighten the 
burden, which sin has imposed upon you. 
Learn of him, and you shall find rest to your 
souls, from the cendictine troubles which dis- 
turb your peace: be meek and you shall in- 
herit the earth, at least this frame of mind, 
will enable you to perceive many favors, and 
enjoy many iniportant blessings, which pride 
and folly would hide from your eyes. Trust 
in God and believe in Jesus Christ, for no 
other good foundation can any man lay: this 
is the rock of ages,and this is the chief corner 
stone of the great spiritual building, which the 
gospel is rearing, for all that obey God, and 
keep his commandments ; we all need the di- 
vine protection of our heavenly Father; 
although we may feel rich in things of this 
world, and say we have goods laid up for many 
years ; yet when we reflect how frail is hu- 
man nature; we need the support which the 
gospel affords ; that when this earthly taber- 
nacle is dissolved, we have a building of God, 
a house not made with hands, eternal, and in 
the heavens. Guipmvs, 


FOR THE TELESCOPE AND MISCELLANY. 
MOVEMENTS OF ORTHODOZY. 

Mr. Editor—In my \ast communication I 
drew the conclusion, that the leaders of ortho- 
doxy would countenance any thing which 
might be brought to favour their own views, 
to the exclusion of others. In support of this 

sition the following ideas were narrated 
in addition to those brought forward at that 
time, but through some mistake were not ad- 
vanced to the field of action. 

The reading of Novels and Romances has 
been, and is now generally condemned by those 
who consider themselves the peculiar favourites 
of heaven, No small hue and cry is often 
made against persons who indulge in it. Even 
the pulpit has frequently been occupied in de- 
nouncing this practice as sinful and pernicious 
mthe extreme. But not many years since a 
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engaged in strife and combat with his crea- 
tures. The one Almighty God in the charac- 
Such however it is, and 
and as such it is not only read, but received 
almost as inspiration. 


ter of a romance ! ! 


he theory of sinning 
s, and literal personal devils, those pillows 
of limitarianism, finds much better support in 
this romance than in the word of Divine truth; 
and we presume people generally have receiv- 
ed their ideas on this subject, from that, and 
their catechisms, more than from this. 

Other works there are, of a character not 
less exceptionable, but enough has been said 
te exhibit the design in countenancing what is 
at the same time condemned. 


Old Colony, Nov. 5. An Opserver. 





FOR THE TELESCOPE AND MISCELLANY. 

TO THE HON. JOSEPH STORY. 

Sir, I attended the first Circuit Court of the 
United States that ever was holden in the 
Town of Providence in the District of Rhode- 
Island. That great and good man John Jay 
who was the first Chief Jusice of the U. States 
under the new Constitution, presided. 
very much gratified to see how very particu- 
lar Judge Jay was when any new case occur- 
ed respecting the proceedings of the Court, 
to be well informed respecting the Statute of 
the State, if any existed ; and if not, to know 
what had been the custom upon the point in 
This information, he generally ob- 
tained from his brother Judge, or the District 
Attorney. He was very careful to see that he 
did not infringe upon the rightsofthe people of 
the State and paid great respect to the 10th arti- 
cle of the Constitution of the U. States, keep- 
ing that always before his eyes: that is, —— 
“the powers not delegated to the United States 
by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to 
the States, are neserven to the 
$pictively, or to the Prorir.” 
all his official conduct, in this District, gave 


TATES, re- 
Judge Jay, in 























ed, which is evidently a novel,| general satisfaction ; he never assumed upon | and after this unfortunate man had been im MH ghi 

declared to be ‘no fiction.’ Yet being | himself any other s than the Constita-| mured in close jail, this great length of time per 

of real orthodox stamp, it was recommended | tion and the laws of the United States gave | his health geatly impaired, being over ei tor 
aad advertised, and the greatest exertions| him a right to act upon. The people’s rights| years of age, he was by your consent libe the 
made to have it extensively circulated ; and before the Court, when he presided, always| rated; and I never heard that any one ha ort 
this too by the same class that condemn all} remained untouched or marred. He, in all| ever thought of questioning the validity of the bei 
Qne or more volumes have|cases before the Court, cousulted his brother | title to the estate, although Smith did not sign Bin , 

suceeeded from the same writer, and been| Judge. The same conduct was strictly ad-|or acknowledge the Deeds. But your agen rig! 
treated in a similar manner. And { submitit| hered to by Ju Iridal, of North-Carolina,|did execute and acknowledge the deeds. eon 
tothe judgment of your readers, Mr. Editor, | Judge Wilson, of Pennsylvania; Judge Ells-| Then if you had the power, which I have np dec: 
whether the tracts and Sunday School books, | worth, of Connecticut, and Judge Cushing, of} doubt you had, to appoint an agent to sell and ofp 
which are so industriously circulated, do not| Massachusetts. AH the District Judges were | execute deeds of the land, by the Chancery the 
savour much of the nature of novels and ro-| always consulted by the presiding Judge.—-| powers of the Court, and the doings of the hi 
Mences. But there is one work, which is sel-| The District Judges, composed the Court, in| Court’s agent was conclusive and binding o he c 
dom viewed as such, that I consider a real ro-| part, after the revision of the law of the Uni-| Simon Smith, or the parties to the fraudulent to | 
tance ; a romance too of no ordinary kind ;| ted States, giving the District Judges power | deeds, I will ask you why Simon Smith wa The 
the scene of which is laid in heaven, ahd the/to sit in the Circuit Courts. But, Sir, my|confined in jail two years for contempt of such 
Supreme Being among its characters. The | impression is, that the District Judge is of no| Court, as you chose to call it, because he re Bit y 
work is Paradise I.ost. Of the composition|tuse in the Circuit Court, if the presiding | fused, like all honest men, to violate his own struc 
we are not speaking : it has rendered ‘the | Judge is to decide the causes in the Court,| conscience to make a deed of lands he had B gp ¢ 
fame of Milton immortal.’ But we are shock-| without consulting him. ‘There might as well|once conveyed, taken from the grantee by long 
ed with the very édea of such scenes as he} be a marble statue on the bench, as a District | Judgment of Court, and acknowledge the emp 
has drawn; and to us it appears a like profa-| Judge, and the feelings of the District Judge | deeds as his free voluntary act and deed— B of ¢j 
nation and blasphemy to represent heaven as| would be spared. And I, myself, do believe,| Mr. Smith’s health was so injured by his mon} 
the theatre of tumult and war, and the Deity | that the District Judge was not connected | close confinement in jail, that he soon sicker upon 
with the Circuit Court for nothing, but that|ed and died. Simon Smith for many yeas § jive 


he has powers, nearly equal to the Circuit 
Judge; for 1 cannot believe that Congress 
would make a law, making it the duty of 
the District Judge, to sit in conjunction with 
a Judge in a Circuit Court, without giving 
him power to act; and if he has power to act, 
I cannot conceive how the Circuit Judge can 
decide any question of law, before the Court, 
without consulting the District Judge. And 
to be candid with you, Iam very much mis- 
taken if I have not often seen you decide 
questions in the Circuit Court, when that ven- 
erable Judge the late David Howell ,was sitting 
on the bench of justice with you, without con- 
sulting him. And he was left to sit on the 
bench in silence neither being asked his 
opinion by you, or giving any opinion; where- 
as his opinion amongst the citizens of this 
State was ever sought for,and as much respect- 
ed as that ofany man within it, and as deser- 
vedly so, for taking him for all in all, he, in 
my view, knew more than any man in the 
State. And I never saw, amongst the great 
and learned, any man, where he had zealous- 
ly engaged in a cause,that was his equal ; And 
you well know that Judge Howell’s opinion 
has been confirmed before the Supreme Court 
of the U. S. at Washingon, more than once, 
when your opinion has been rejected by that 
Court. I remember the case of Simon Smith 
who was committed to jail,and there kept about 
two years, in close confinement, for what you 
termed contempt of Coart, because he would 
fot sign and acknowledge a deed of lands, 
which you had decided in Court were fraudu- 
lently conveyed to cheat creditors, and the 


I was 





was considered one of our worthiest citizens; 
he fought our battles in the revolutionary wax, 
he manfully contended for our rights and hb 


































erty, against the arbitary powers of our moth the 
er country. He, however, was by your opinion, 
in my estimation unnecessarily, and wickedy sa 
deprived of his liberty, and confined int B  witne 
dreary prison, without the least fault bu B the , 
that of refusing to obey an unjust and oppres witne 
sive order of yours,and doan act against hisom & that b 
conscience. The cause of his commitment, & . recip 
in my estimation, was but little better tha famou 
those who have suffered in the Basti’ ia B ofthe 
France. But Smith’s soul is in eternity, every 
where it is hoped he is reaping the joys oft B  gtrict} 
well spent life in glory—beyond the reach B  teligic 
of a mandate of your Court. But the mar I 
date of heaven will reach you. You mas vet 
appear before the same God that Simon Smith hee 
has been judged by, and answer for ts “Ang 
outrage committed upon a free citizen IB eth by 
this commonwealth. teth th 
But, Sir, your decision in the Circuit Cout § cation: 
of the United States, chat an honest respect? @ ismor 
ble witness, who fully believes in a God ant 
an over-ruling Providence should not b 
sworn, because he believed as the gretl 
Elhanan Winchester did, in the final restore y 
tion of all things, which Mr. Wincheste, ya Cc 
thought he abundantly proved from the serp Hg. 
ures of truth, has outraged all of your forme E proce 





proceedings in Court in this District. The wit 
ness you rejected from taking the eath, is # 
honest and respectable man as any in th 
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pointed am agent to sell and execute a 
deed of it. ‘That Judge Howell, oot of 


ment of Smith, as the deeds were good with- 
out Smith’s signature or acknowledgement ; 








Conrt, under their Chancery powers, had ap- | 


Court remonstrated against the imprison-| 










State of Connecticut and he stated to m, Sian 
that you told him in Court, as he believed in th > hg 
final restoration of all things, that he did ad net 
believe in future rewards and punisiiment lier 

and that he could not be sworn. You, Si ng 
cannot be insensible, that we by statui,# oad 
the State of Rhode-Island, cannot be impair wind 
ied im our civil rights, because we do-# Tadge 
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think, aet, or do alike, respecting the man- 
per, and custom of worshipping the great Crea- 
tor of all things. And however you may view 
the subject, I, myself, think it not a very little 
or trifling thing to be deprived of the right of 
being a witness, as it applies to my standing 
jn society, or as it respects other people’s 
rights of person or property. Very serious 
consequences may. and will grow out of such 
decisions. Why did you not take the usual course 
of proceeding in Court, in this State, and allow 
the witness to be engaged, and if the party 
which objected to the witness thought proper, 
he could introduce witnesses before the Court 
to prove his general character for truth. 
The Court and Jury would have given 
such weight to the evidence of the witness as 
it would have warranted. This decision 
struck at the Friends, who refuse to take 
a oath in the name of God. They, by 
long custom, in this State, have taken a sol- 
emn affirmation, to testify truly, upon pain 
of the penalty of perjury. If their testi- 
mony can be received in a Court of Justice, 
upon an affirmation, why not those that be- 
ieve in a final restoration of all things? If 
reject the one because he believes in the 
foration of all things, why not as well re- 
the other because he will not swear 
mthe name of God? But not to dwell too long 
pon the subject, I will just cite to you 
what Sir Wm. Blackstone says respecting 


Witnesses: 3d vol. 369th page, and leave 
** All 


the subject for your consideration. 
Witnesses, of whatever religion or country, 
. that have the use of their reason, are to be 
- teceiwed and examined, except such as are in- 
famous, or such as are interested in the event 


ofthe cause.” But, Sir, if you intend that 
every oath that is taken in your Court shall 
arictly conform to Scripture or the Christian 
teligion, it may be well for you to examine 
your Bible, respecting swearing. Matt. v. 34. 
“But I say unto you, swear not at all, neither 
by heaven, for it is God’s throne.” xxii. 22. 
“And he that shall swear by heaven, swear- 
eth by the throne of God, and by him that sit- 
teth thereon.” 37. “ But let your communi- 
tations be yea yea, nay may; for whatsoever 
more than these cometh of evil.” 


Tam Yours, &c. 
Rocer Wi..iaMs. 


To the Clerk of the Circuit Court. 
Ma. Cows, 
_ 8ir—According to promise of last Saturday, 
Eproceed to reason with you upon, the princi- 


~ you attempted to defend in the Patriot of 
17th ult. . 


You say that “there can be'no question as to 
‘Correctness of the decision;’”’ by which 
Hon. Joseph Story rejected a witness and re- 
fused him the oath, for the crying sin of be- 
lieving that that there is no punishment in a 
state of existence. By this time, how- 

ever, you are doubtless aware that your state- 
Ment was incorrect; for the decision of the 
Judge has not only been called in question, but 


it has been proved to be at war with the Con- 
stitution of the U. S. and the Laws relative 
to Reiigious Freedom for the State of Rhode- 
Island. As almost every library is furnished 
with acopy of the U. S, Constitution, I will sim- 
ply refer you to the Ist and 10th sections of 
the Amendment of that instrument. 

“ Congress shal! make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the 
free exercise thereof ; or abridging the freedom 
of speech, or of the press.” 

“ The powers not delegated tothe United 
States by the constitution, nor prohibited by it 
to the States, are reserved to the States re- 
spectively, or to the people.” 

By the Constitution then you are expressly 
told, that ‘‘ Congress shall make zo Jaw, re- 
specting an establishment of religion, or pro- 
hibiting the free exercise thereof, or abridge 
the freedom of speech or the press.” Here, 
Sir, you see that Congress has absolutely pro- 
hibited the right of exercising any authority in 
matters of religious opinion. And pray whence 
did Judge Story derive his authority ? Certain- 
ly, not from Congress, for that body has al- 
ways disclaimed any and ail authority in mat- 
ters of faith. Now you will not pretend that 
this Jurist has the right to exercise an author- 
ity which is not in the power of Congress to 
bestow ; unless you mean to put common sense 
to the blush! Now turn your attention to the 
Laws relative to Religious Freedom for this 
State, and see if the common law of England, 
requiring a belief in future rewards and pun- 
Shments, as a qualification of a witness, is not 
completely disannuled in the State of Rhode- 
Island. 

“Our civil rights have no dependence on our 
religious opinions, therefore the proscribing 
any citizen as unworthy the public confidence, 
by laying upon him an incapacity of being 
called to offices of trust and emolument, unless 
he profess or renounce this or that religious o- 
pinion, is depriving him injuriously of those 
privileges and advantages, to which in common 
with his fellow citizens, he has a natural right.” 

Act relative to Religious Freedom. 

“Be it therefore enacted by the General As- 
sembly, and by the authority thereof it is enact- 
ed, That no man shall be compelled to frequent 
or support any religious worship, place or min- 
istry whatsoever; nor shall be enforced, re- 
strained, or molested, or burthened, in his body 
or goods; nor shall otherwise suffer on account 
of his religious pinions or belief ; but that al/ 
men shall be free to profess, and by argument 
to maintain, their opinions in matters of relig- 
ion, and that the same shall in no wise dimin- 
ish, enlarge, or affect their civil capacities,” 

ibed. 


This language is too explicit to need any 
comment : And however dark and mysterious 
it may appear to your understanding, there 
appears not to be the least obscurity in it to 
the plain common-sense of the great body of 
our Citizens, Should you be disposed to cav- 
il, and urge that gentlemen of the nar are the 
best judges of the meaning of these enact- 





ments in the Laws relative to Religious Free- 


dom ; We reply, nearly every man in that well- 
informed class of community, GIVE JUDEMENT 
acainst you! They are nearly, to a man, 
(for we know of no jon but a 
cidedly of opinion that Judge Story’s dee: 
is a direct violation of our Laws relative to 
Religious Freedom. Thus you see, Sir, thet 
your declaration (“there can be no question as 
to the correctness of the decision,” &c.) is des- 
titute of even a shadow of faet for its ‘ 

Again—You tell us that “the pen of 
perjury, created by statute, wil) not” be a suf- 
ficient barrier against the crime of perjury, or 
any other, of even greater im, i ere, 
Sir, we must a in to facts, to disprove 
your ditement, The lews of the U. S. and 
of every State in the Union, make provisions 
for such as are conscientious of giving testi- 
mony by the common form of oath prescribed 
by statute : This provision allows them togive 
testimony by affirmation, wherein they prom- 
ise to tell the whole truth, under the pains and 
penalties of perjury. But this, you tell us is 
all but nonsense, and argue that experience 
proves it to be no barrier against the crime of 
perjury. An appeal to facts will effectually 
settle this question. A large and respectable 
denomination (the Friends) have uniformily 
refused to give evidence in courts, except by 
affirmation. Now Sir, does experience tell us 
that they are a perjured race! Have you ev- 
er known an instance of one of that body being 
found guilty of perjury? Then what becomes 
of your statement, made with so much assur- 
ance. Unless you are more correct in keep- 
ing the records of the court, than you have 
been in the statement we are considering, 
your service can be of very little use to the 
public. We presume, however, that your gec- 
tarian prejudices, will be less liable to influence 
your official duties, than it has that of your 
legal opinion. 

In closing these remarks, permit us to say 
a few words to you concerning the belief of 
future punishment, which you consider indis- 
putable to elicit truth from the witness. The 
amount of your reasoning is, that, in all prob- 
ability the witness will swear falsely unless he 
should believe in future punishment. The 
conclusion then is, a belief in future punish- 
ment transforms a knave and presents him to 
the public an honest man! Ergo—All be- 
lievers in future punishment are men of truth 
and honesty ! How. happens it then, that so 
many of them are found among the convicts ot 
STATE Prisons’? It is but about four years 
since the Prisons at New-York and Auburn 
were visited for the express purpose of ascer- 
taining the belief of the convicts, and among 
the whole number, between five and siz hun- 
dred, not one could be found who did not be- 
lieve in future, yea, endless punishment ! What 
a company this, for honesty and veracity ! Oc- 
casionally the mail is robbed by such believers, 
and the hang-man comes in for his fee |— 
These stubborn facts and examples, Sir, ought 
to contribute to your caution, not to provoke 
exposures: They may serve, however, as an 





evidence that your indispensable guarantee ia 
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all an idle dream. The fact, we presume is, 
that when a believer in future or endless pun- 
ishment is guilty of falsehood, either with, 
or without an oath, he expects by repen- 
tance to escape future or endless punishment. 
He, therefore, does not believe in future pun- 
ishment for himself, though he be guilty of the 
crime of perjury: And, according to your doc- 
trine, ought to be rejected as a witness! But 
toy f, fora moment: The doctrine you 
have laid down in the Patriot is equivalent to 
a declaration on your part, that you would not 
(tell the truth in court, unless you believed in 
re punishment! Surely the public have 
ays thought better of -you, and we entertain 
the hope that they will not consider you thus 
depraved, your declaration in the Patriot, not- 
withstanding. If, however, you would not 
testify truly without a belief in future punish- 
Meni, we ieei uo anxiety to have your views 
changed upon that subject; for you may be 
called to testify under oath, in a case where 
the truth would be of inconceivable importance. 
After all, we confess that we should prefer a 
fair character for truth and honesty, to this, 
your darling article of guarantee: For expe- 
rience has proved that a belief in future pun- 
ishment is often connected with the most dar- 
ing viliany and crime. 
avith sentiments of unmingled good will, 
we remain the friend of truth and Reticious 
Frezpom. 
Ny. s.-Mr. C. may expect in our next, a 
teply to ‘A Member of the Bar.” 


07" We consider some of the sentiments contained 
in the communication of “J. F. M.” seriously objec- 
tionable. and shall point out, what we conceive to be 
their errors,as soon as we can find leisure to do so—Ep. 








Correction.—In the “Reply to Cyprian,” 
in No. 12, 98th page, Ist column, 20 lines 
from bottom, instead of “faith comes by hear- 
ing, and therefore it must be groduced in a mo- 
ment,” read “ faith comes by hearing, and 
therefore it cannot be produced in a moment.” 
On the same page, 2d column, 9 lines from 
the conclusion of the article, for censuring 
read answering. 


PAarvicd, 
in this town, on Thursday, the 23d ult. by the Rev. 
Mr. Pickering, Mr. Samuel Smith, of North-Provi- 
dence, to Miss Eliza Sisson, of Smithfield. 
On the 22d ult. Mr. Ebenezer Shedel, to Miss Ma- 
tilda Barker. 
On Monday last, Mr. Jonas Hartwell, to Mrs. 


Thankful Briggs. 
i Appolus Howard, to Miss Bethiah 


Same day, 
Porter. ' 

In Olneyville, Mr. Clark Kendall, to Miss Rebecca 
W. Branch, both of this town. 

In Pawtucket, Mr. Alvin Easton, to Miss Eliza 
Benchley. 

In Ne , Mr. George W. Ormsbee, of this 
town, to Miss Phebe B. Pitman, of Newport. 

Dicey, 

In this town, on Monday last, Mrs. Mary Carpen- 
ter, wife of Mr. Oliver Carpenter, in her 80th year. 

On Tuesday morning, Mr. Choster Cady, aged 23 

Same morning, Mrs. Cynthia Vaughan, widow of 
the late Benjamin Vayghan,, and daughter of the late 
Caleb Wheaton. 


Reconciliation of all Things. 


JUST published, and for sale at this office, A Ser- 
mon entitled “Reconciliation of all Things ;” by Rev. 
L.Maynard. Published by Request. Price 10 cents. 


The Gospel Preacher. 

WE took the liberty, a few days since, to send the 
first No. of this work to the patrons of the ['elescope 
and Miscellany, residing in town, and now request 
they will give it a careful and candid perusal. Our 
Carriers will call on them on We:nesday vext, when 
those who wish may have an opportunity of subscri- 
bing, and those who do not, may return the No. to 
the Carriers. 


JUST PUBLISHED, 


And for Sale at this Office, A Series of Letters, 
addressed to Rev. Hosra Battov, of Boston ; being a 
vietention of the ys eyes of A FUTURE RET- 

» against t rincipal arguments used b 
him,Mr. Batroor, and others. By Caaners Masnes, 
Pastor of a church in Westminster, Mass. Printed 
by D. Watson, Woodstock, Vt. 307 pages 8vo. Price 
$1, bound and lettered. 


WANTED immediately, at this office, a lad from 
14 to 16 years of age, as an apprentice to the Printing 











Business ; one who can read with tolerable facility, } p 


and is of steady habits, will meet with good encour- 
agement. 
Nov. 17. 


i LOOK AT THIS. 

A BARGAIN—FOR PRINTERS. 

The subscriber, being anxious to devote a 
greater portion of his time to the improvement 
and circulation of the Christian Telescope, 
The Gospel Preacher, and other publications, 
offers for sale one natr of his Printing e 
tablishment, as it now stands ; consisting of a 
superior Washington Press ; a good assort- 
ment of BOOK AND JOB TYPE AND FLOWERS, 
comprising every kind of modern and fashion- 
able letter,in general use ; together with every 
necessary article ot furniture, for the prosecu- 
tion of the Printing business. 

Also, one half of his interest in and to the 
Christian Telescope and Universalist Miscel- 
lany,and The Gospel Preacher ; the former, 
with a patronage rising of One Thousand 
Subscribers ; and the latter (the first No. of 
which is to be published the ensuing week) 
with an increasing list of 350 or 400 subscri- 
bers. 

To any PRINTER, who may be disposed 
to purchase, and to interest himself in the cir- 
culation and improvement of the publications, 
the above is offered on extremely easy terms ; 
the Printing materials, at cost, for Casu only, 
and the right to the publications for a small 
consideration, together with the entire con- 
troul of the Printing Office. 

Or, to any Printer disposed to purchase the 
whole of the Printing Office, exclusive of the 
publications, the subscriber will guarantee to 
afford fifteen hundred dollars worth of printing, 
per year, for five years, at fair prices. 

Further information may be obtained, by 
addressing the subscriber, either a 
by letter, post-paid, at his Printing Office, No. 
7, North Main-Street, Providence, R. I. 








JOHN S. GREENE. 
Nov. 24. 


SAMUEL W. WHEELER, 


Has for sale, at 110 1-2, Wesminister-street, 
The om Books, and Pamphlets. 
The Christian Telescope, vols. 1 and2 bound. 
Ballou’s Notes on the parables. 
do. Letters to Walton and Buckminister, 
- Sermons on various subjects. 
“& Chatechism, 4th Edition. 
Balfour's, Ist and 2 Inquiry. 
“ Reply to Sabine. 
Kneeland and MeCalla’s controversy. 
do. Translation of the New Testament, 
_“ Sermons on various subjects. 
_Pickering’s Hymn in plain and ornamental 
we 4 


0. 


Reply to Dr. Carpenter. 


Sermons on various subjects. 


d 
Thompson's Chrtstian Guide. 


0. tures. 
Life of Rev. John Murray. 
Six Sermons, by an Episcopal Cler, ’ 
Canfield’s Review of ag a 
= ro of Truth and Pleasure of Light. 
9 ttemore’s Dialogue on 25th Chapter of Mat 
ew 


do. Chatechism. 
Hudsons’ Letters to Rev. Mr. Ballou. 
Sermons by Rev. Messrs Dean, Bisbe, Streeterand 


itz. 

Many of the above will be sold very low. 

Subscriptions received for the Christian Inteli 

cer, Religous Inquirer, Universalist Magazine, Gos 

pel Preacher, and Christian Telescope. 2 
Persons having Books or Pamphlets, loaned 

quested to return them. 


NEW SUBSCRIBERS 


CAN be accommodated with the back numbersef 
the present Volume, of this paper, in complete 
by making immediate application to the Publisher. 


LAST NOTICE. 


Subscribers who commenced with the Ia’ 
No. of the 3d Volume of this paper, «and an 
now in arrears for the same, are requested 0 
forward us the amount immediately. At the 
close of the last Volume, we distinctly notified 
all concerned, that at the close of 3 month, 
all accounts not paid, ‘or that entire Volume, 
would be placed in the hands of suitable per 
sons for collection. That time has nearly 
elapsed, and at its expiration subscribers must 
expect to settle their accounts with our cok 
lectors, as we shall in no case interfere, aft 
they pass from our hands. We trust our me 
tives will be duly appreciated, in taking 
course, as we shall have then given fifteem 
months credit on the Volume, which is, a 
least, treble the time we are able to buy out 
materials on. The amount due from each 
delinquent subscriber for the whole of the 34 
Volume, is $250, which amount, if forwarded 
by mail, must be post paid, or the same 
be deducted and receipts forwarded for tht 
balance. 

("We wish to be dietinctly understood, 
that this notice does not apply to any subserr 
bers, who commenced after No. 1, of Vol. % 
Their accounts will not be placed in the hands 
of collectors until 15 months from the time 
they commenced. Nov. 10._ 

CHRISTIAN TELESCOPE. 


A FEW sets of the 1st and 2d volumes, bound -) 
be had on application at this Office, or to 5. Wr 
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W nee cer, 110 1-2 Westminster-Street. 





